Hit and Run, an Axis dogma shattered by turns 


-“Defenders of the Reich” JG 1 p. 247: Ofhr. Hubert Heckmann (5 kills, 
survived the War): “I became wingman to the new Kommandeur, Hptm. 
Karl-Heinz Weber (136 kills). His only experience was from the 
Eastern Front, and from time to time he used the words “pull up during 
air combat”. | assumed that he would make use of this method in the 
West, and I warned him about doing so. As his "Kaczmarek", | did not 
want to lose my "protégé" on his first mission- that would be a bad 

omen. But he cast all my well-meant recommendations to the wind 
on our first mission. Weber had a highly polished aircraft [thus 
emphasizing speed] and whereas we all looked like gray mice, he differed 
from the rest of the formation. Besides he had Methanol on board [again, 
emphasis on speed]—7th June Flying at 1000 m. about 30 P-51s showed 
up some 500 meters above us. After passing us they made a downward 
turn. Weber didn’t turn in, but pulled up steep into the sky, dragging a 
Methanol cloud behind him. I yelled “turn in!” but he did not listen. | 
saw 4 P-51s coming down on me, and pulled into a slight left bank 
[meaning he reduced his turn to entice them to him] to distract them 
from Weber. My self-sacrifice was of no use; two P-51s stayed behind me, 
and the other two went after Weber. | fought my two opponents for more 
than 30 minutes. They moved off when, eventually, they lost much of their 
speed. That evening we were informed Hptm. Weber (136 kills) was dead.” 


-Drachinifeld, YT, “Zero or Hero?” (Interview with Justin Pyke, 
UCalgary MA in Military and Intelligence History): USN pilot 
comment (1942): "They [Zero pilots] had generally poor fighter 
tactics: Zeroes could not be shaken by us if they would chop their 
throttles and sit on our tails." 


